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RCIL TO DISTRIBUTE IBM'S "KIDSMART" COMPUTERS 
TO FIVE LOCAL SCHOOLS AND PRE-K PROGRAMS
UTICA, NY—January 22, 2009—The Resource Center for Independent Living (RCIL) is among many organizations to receive IBM's KidSmart Young Explorer computer learning centers to programs nationwide to help children with disabilities and their classmates build skills for future academic success.  The donation is being made to PACER Center, a national organization for parents and professionals working with children with disabilities, such as autism, vision loss or other learning disabilities and physical impairments.  

IBM’s KidSmart program, now in its 10th year, includes the Young Explorer, a computer housed in brightly-colored, kid-hardened Little Tikes furniture and equipped with award-winning educational software to help children learn and explore concepts in math, science and language.  The computer centers can also help children learn important socialization skills such as how to work together and sharing.  Exploration and socialization skills are important to prepare children for future success in school, help level the playing field and ensure all children have access to educational tools.

RCIL will present the KidSmart computer centers at a "building" event to Camden Elementary School, General Herkimer Elementary School, Watson Williams Elementary School, the Thea Bowmen Universal Pre-K program and Kernan Universal Pre-K program on Monday, February 2.  School administrators, students and parents have been invited to participate in the assembling party.  RCIL staff will present the computers to the classroom teacher and the student representing the school will assemble the computer station at that time.
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