Your chance to tell the NYS Board of elections where they should spend our money – take a look!  

SSAN Work Alert

April 20, 2009

Issue: Input Requested on the New York State Board of Elections (NYSBOE) HAVA
Implementation Plan

Action: Provide direct feedback on the HAVA Implementation Plan by following
these steps:


1) Review the attached copy of the HAVA Implementation Plan (PDF file).


2) Email your comments about the plan and/or how the NYSBOE should spend the

$14.7 million in HAVA funds to HAVATF@elections.state.ny.us.


*Refer to comments from the NYAIL Election Reform Committee listed below, for

consideration.


3) Copy Brad Williams, Executive Director of NYSILC in to your email

(bradw@nysilc.org). Brad is a HAVA Task Force member and will be monitoring

the emails versus what is accepted as public comment.


Background: 

To date, the NYSBOE has held two meetings of its newly formed HAVA
Task Force. The group is actively reviewing the HAVA Implementation Plan. The
plan needs to be submitted to the Federal government for the State to receive
$14.7 million dollars in HAVA funds. A good portion of these funds will address
poll worker training and public education among other topics.

The NYSBOE has reserved the first half hour before each Task Force meeting for
members of the public to give input on the plan. Since this is not widely known,
limited comment has been solicited. Members of the Task Force pointed out the
need to obtain more public input.

*The NYAIL Election Reform Committee recommends the following be included in the
NYSBOE HAVA Implementation Plan:

· Training related to disability etiquette and use of Ballot Marking
Devices (BMDs), shall be provided by NYS Commission on Quality of Care/Upstate
or Downstate PAVA Projects or other disability advocacy agencies with proven
knowledge in the use of the machines and disability laws, requirements and
etiquette recommended by the PAVA Project Directors.

· Trainers will include people with disabilities and members from the
disability community who actively use the BMD and its assistive technology
components.

· The booklet of instructions for inspectors prepared by the State Board
of Elections shall be developed with the assistance of the NYS Commission on
Quality of Care/Upstate or Downstate PAVA Projects or other disability advocacy
agencies recommended by the PAVA Project Directors with proven knowledge in the
use of the machines and disability laws, requirements and etiquette. The booklet
shall contain material on disability etiquette, procedures on the operation of
BMDs, and polling place accessibility standards and the surveying process.

· Election inspectors, poll clerks and election coordinators shall
receive mandatory instruction on the use of BMDs, disability etiquette, polling
place accessibility standards and the surveying process.

· Funds should be used to ensure that voter educational materials are
provided in alternative formats. Also, voter registration forms should include
a place for people to request materials in alternative formats and
accommodations at their poll site.

Please report your efforts by emailing donna.gillette@rcil.com

If you have any questions about this work alert, please contact Donna Gillette
at 315.797-4642 or donna.gillette@rcil.com
